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NEWS+VIEWS�
� EMU Ypsilanti
school first
Michigan uni-
versity in a gen-
eration to forgo
annual tuition/
fee hike. Rah
Eagles! Hold
that line! Hold
that line!

� BILLY GRAHAM
At 91, legendary
evangelist
makes it to the
grand reopening
of his library in
Charlotte, N.C.
Eyesight, hear-
ing have faded,
but the fire’s
still bright with-
in.

� JACK
KEVORKIAN Dr.
Death gets new
life as subject of
HBO movie this
weekend. Will
stellar Pacino
portrayal make
him immortal?

� DMC New own-
er Vanguard
gets green light
on tax breaks
from Detroit
City Council.
Medical Center
makeover an-
other step closer
to real.

� ICELAND First a
financial melt-
down, then an
exploding volca-
no. What’s next
for island nation
of unpronounce-
able places?

� NDAMUKONG
SUH The good
news is, as a No.
2 draft pick, this
young man will
make a lot of
money playing
football. The bad
news? He starts
in 2-14 Detroit.

� CARLITA
KILPATRICK Ex-
Detroit first lady
scrambling to
protect her
purse as philan-
dering hubby
Kwame faces
prison for failing
to make restitu-
tion to city. No
joint assets to
keep him out of
the joint?

� TXTMSGING
OMG. Legisla-
tors ban it while
driving effective
July 1. Fine of
$100 is nothing
to LOL about.

� KAL PENN
Shortly after
“Kumar” movies
co-star decides
to leave White
House PR job,
he is robbed by
D.C. gunman.
Wouldn’t have
happened if
“Harold” was
along.

� CAMPBELL
EWALD GM
dumps Chevy’s
venerable ad
agency after 91
years. See your
Chevrolet take
the account
away.

The needle
WHO’S REVVED,
IDLED AND STALLED

REVVED

IDLED

STALLED

MITCH ALBOM
SAYS TO TELL KIDS
YOUTUBE FAME
NOT WORTH IT

They are all over the Internet, short video
clips with titles out of a boxing poster.

“Raul vs. Pedro.” “Red vs. Robert.” “Twinkie
vs. Saylor.”

But these are not professional fighters.
These are kids. High school kids, middle
school kids. They punch each other, pound
each other, slap, yank, pull, tackle, rip,
scratch and kick each other.

And all the time, someone is filming.
Ten Seconds is what some call it, a macho

exercise in which children inflict as much
pain as they can for 10 seconds. Perhaps the
thinking is “you can’t get killed in 10 sec-
onds” — but you sure can do damage.

Recently, a Troy middle school student
was taken to a hospital after he and two
classmates staged their own 10 Seconds rou-
tine. They were suspended from school —
because they conducted this violence in the
school restroom.

The school restroom?
Yep. And if you go to YouTube you’ll see

many more. Filmed on cell phones. Shot in
bathrooms. Or in parking lots. Or out in
fields.

On one video, a big kid chases a smaller
kid, spins him, grabs him, lifts him from
around the neck and slams him to the ground
— all while another kid tags behind.

Not stopping it.
Filming it.

Fighting just for the cameras
Now, fighting as kids is nothing new. I did

it. Maybe you did, too. But this is not one of
those generation gap issues. There are seri-
ous and disturbing differences between the
eras.

For one thing, when we fought, there was
a reason. Kids didn’t just say, “Hey, let’s
pound the crap out of each other after school
today.”

And secondly, no one recorded it. The
sickest part of this phenomenon is that anger
is not igniting these fights — fame is. These
kids see this as their piece of the Internet pie.
YouTube has flattened the Earth into a single
stage on which anyone can perform. That is
too tempting for kids who are growing up in
a “fame is everything” world. They may not
be able to act. They may not be able to sing
or dance. But anyone can punch.

Or try to. The thing is, once you start hit-
ting someone, anger may not be the catalyst,
but it quickly can become the gasoline. And a
staged routine can turn to serious violence.

In less than 10 seconds.
The obvious response to this is, “Why

don’t parents teach their kids that this is
wrong?” My guess is many do. My guess is
even more are totally unaware of what’s
going on. Ask yourself this, Mom and Dad:
How many YouTube fights have you watched
lately?

Well, go online and type “10 seconds” and
“fight” and see what comes up. Then, after
you watch two teens claw and yank as their
shirts ride up and their arms flail wildly, see
how many other sometimes longer clips
come up. They appear endless. “Toker vs.
Daniel.” “Alejandro vs. Jonathon and Wil-
liam.” There’s one labeled “10 Seconds” that
shows a bunch of kids in a school band room
pounding each other between the instru-
ments and the music stands.

New lessons of the fight game
How can this go on, you ask? Well, re-

member, these kids live in a world of mixed
martial arts fighting. MMA was created as a
way of using anything and everything in a
fight — boxing, karate, jiujitsu, you name it.
And while it has been cleaned up lately and
its practitioners are well-trained, it began
with an almost fight-to-the-death mentality.

And that is the approach being mimicked
by the 10 Seconds kids who, for the most
part, aren’t trained or accomplished, or even
aware of the consequences.

They are hyped-up kids in a hyped-up
world, where doing things for the camera is
the only reason to do anything at all. To some
of these kids, seeing their name on the side of
a YouTube page is a narcotic hit that is ad-
dicting.

And so maybe our conversations need to
change. Not long ago, a father took his son
outside and taught him to hold up his fists,
but also said, “Don’t hit anyone unprovoked.”

Today, we need to say, “Son, YouTube is
not worth getting your face bashed in.”

You might also remind him that Andy
Warhol predicted everyone, one day, would
be famous for 15 minutes.

And he was off by 14 minutes and 50 sec-
onds.
� CONTACT MITCH ALBOM: 313-223-4581 OR MALBOM
@FREEPRESS.COM. CATCH “THE MITCH ALBOM SHOW” 5-7 P.M.
WEEKDAYS ON WJR-AM (760). ALSO CATCH “MONDAY SPORTS
ALBOM” 7-8 P.M. MONDAYS ON WJR. TO READ HIS RECENT COL-
UMNS, GO TO FREEP.COM/MITCH.

The new fight club:
Teens bashing teens

Detroit News:
Nolan Finley says
Dems need more
ticket diversity. 27A

‘DATELINE’ FALLOUT:
LOCAL COMMENT
AND O STREET 26A

In the mid 1990s, Viera
Brownlee and David Swanigan
were two young people hanging
out in Detroit’s hardknock
North End neighborhood.

But the two friends’ paths
took them in decidedly different
directions.

Swanigan dropped out of De-
troit Northern High School and
started selling crack cocaine.

Brownlee went to college,
worked in retail and marketing,
and ultimately joined the Detroit

turn to prison.
With nearly 4,000 parolees

returning to Detroit each year,
it’s everyone’s job to help ex-
felons find productive roles in
the community.

The special relationship be-
tween Brownlee and Swanigan
is an example of what could hap-
pen if more police officers start-
ed mentoring ex-offenders after
they leave prison and return to
their homes and families.

� JEFF GERRITT, 24A; EDITORIAL, 24A

Police Department in 1998 — the
same year Swanigan went to
prison.

The pair reconnected after
Swanigan was paroled last year.
For Swanigan, Brownlee’s
friendship, guidance and help
have made the difference be-
tween success and a likely re-

MARCIN SZCZEPANSKI/Detroit Free Press

Viera Brownlee and David Swanigan get together in Brownlee’s office at Detroit’s police headquarters.

CON IN NEED IS A
COP’S GOOD DEED

Old friendship buoys a parolee’s re-entry to Detroit

JEFF GERRITT

The ‘D’ Diaries

On Saturday at the Big House,
President Barack Obama will give
the commencement address to 7,500
undergraduate and graduate stu-
dents, their families and friends.

It will be a remarkable time to
remember for that extended Univer-
sity of Michigan family.

But what do those graduates want
to hear?

We asked several last week.
Here and on Page 23A are their

responses.

how this will occur. Obama has also spoken
of reforming No Child Left Behind, and actu-
ally attempting to support schools who need
help, rather than shutting them down. Well,
with Detroit now being one of the biggest
cities hit by this issue, I hope that Obama
will address this.”
� U-M GRADUATES-TO-BE TELL PRESIDENT: EXCITE US, ENGAGE
US … AND TELL US THE TRUTH. 23A

TOUCH ON EDUCATION REFORM
SHERI JANKELOVITZ, 22, of West Bloomfield,
majoring in secondary education. She
hopes Obama:

“Speaks about his plan to reform the
education system in this country. He has
spoken of recruiting new teachers and find-
ing new ways to reward outstanding teach-
ers, and I wish to hear concrete plans as to

Hail, Mr. President, from U-M

OLIVIER DOULIERY/McClatchy-Tribune

President Barack Obama is to give Saturday’s commencement address in Ann Arbor.

Grads tell what they want
to hear about on Saturday
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