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As the Detroit Board of Ed-
ucation and the state-appoint-
ed emergency financial man-
ager work toward settling an
18-month-old court case that
gave theboardpoweroveraca-
demics, a bill in the Legislature
has the potential to strip the
board of its new authority.

The Local Government Ac-
countability bill, introduced
Wednesday in the stateHouse,
would strip school boards and
city councils of power and
compensation if an emergency
financial manager is appoin-
ted. Those officials couldn’t
run for office for 10 years after
the district or municipality is
placed into receivership.

School boardmemberCarol
Banks, who also works for the
Detroit City Council, called it a
takeover bill.

“It’s not good timing for us
as a board when we are trying
to get going back at the helm.

Do I think this will be detri-
mental? Yes,” she said. “Cur-
rently, an EFM has not helped
us get out of debt, and I don’t
know if anyone can come in
here and help us now other
than just coming in and paying
the deficit off.”

The Detroit school board
sued its emergency manager,
RobertBobb, inWayneCounty
Circuit Court in August 2009,
claiming he overstepped his
authority by making academic
decisions. Judge Wendy Bax-
ter agreed that the board is
supposed to have academic
control and ordered the two
sides to craft an agreement
outlining their duties.

The board was to discuss
and vote on a settlement
Thursday night. But George
Washington, the board’s attor-
ney, said there would be no
vote because the two sides still
could not agree.

“Bobb’s last proposals were
not in good faith, so we’re just

going to go to the judge,”
Washington said.

The two sides expect to
meet in court today.

The bill in Lansing also out-
lines new triggers that would
require a city or school district
to be placed under the control
of an emergency financial
manager, states that a compa-
ny can be appointed asmanag-
er, allows a manager to modify
contracts, issue financial re-
covery bonds to be repaid by
taxpayers and assume control
of the pension boards.

Rep. Al Pscholka, R-Ste-
vensville, who introduced the
bill, said he expects it to move
swiftly through theLegislature
and possibly reach a floor vote

by the end of the month. Ben-
ton Harbor, which is in Pschol-
ka’s district, operates under an
emergency financial manag-
er.

The bill also more clearly
defines the exit strategy for an
emergency financial manager,
Pscholka said. When all finan-
cial conditions are met and a
two-year budget is in place, the
financial manager can leave, it
says.

“I’m not saying people are
going to want to have EFMs.
The state doesn’t want to have
a bunch of EFMs out there and
the local units don’t either,” he
said. “This gives the EFM the
tools necessary to do the job
the state sent him to do,” he
said, speaking generally.

About 40 school districts
across the state are in deficit.

“Are they saying they will
take over all of those dis-
tricts?” Banks said. “This has
the potential to affect a lot of
people across the state.”

Bill may strip Detroit school board
of its new authority over academics
By CHASTITY PRATT DAWSEY
FREE PRESS EDUCATION WRITER

Robert Bobb, emer-
gency financial
manager at Detroit
Public Schools, has
been at odds with
the school board
over academics.

Alteringstudentrecords is il-
legal and punishable by a fine of
up to $2,500, up to two years in
jail and suspension of an educa-
tor’s teaching certificate.

The district is investigating
the grade-fixing at Durfee in re-
sponse to questions from the
Free Press andwill follow up on
any other allegations as well,
said Jennifer Mrozowski, a
spokeswoman for the district.

DPS officials aren’t aware of
district-wide abuses, she said.

“We encourage any claims of
gradefraudtobereportedtothe
Office of Inspector General im-
mediately,” she said.

Tiffany Page said her daugh-
ter,whowas inPasqualle’s class
lastyearatDurfee,gotaDinsci-
ence this school year at Parker
Elementary and needs tutoring.

“It’s all horrible,” she said of
the grade-fixing. “I think some-
thing should be done about it.”
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Retired teacher Marjorie
Pasqualle was contacted by an
investigator from the Detroit
Public Schools Office of Inspec-
tor General on Thursday re-
garding allegations that some-
one changed her students’
grades last school year.

Pasqualle, an ex-science
teacher at Durfee Elementary,
submitted D’s or F’s for 94 stu-
dents in June, but records show
C’s appeared on their report
cards and other records, the
Free Press reported Thursday.

“They want to talk to me
aboutwhathappened,” shesaid.

Other teachers and Keith
Johnson, president of the De-
troit Federation of Teachers,
told the Free Press in Thurs-
day’s report that grade-chang-
ing has occurred for years, but
it’s hard to prove. They say it’s
the reason some DPS students
graduate with low skills.

School fraud charges
DPS to probe allegations
of grade-fixing last year
By CHASTITY PRATT DAWSEY
FREE PRESS EDUCATION WRITER

Three Michigan congress-
men are among 33 in the U.S.
House criticized Thursday by a
watchdog group for sleeping in
their offices.

The Citizens for Responsi-
bility andEthics inWashington
(CREW) said that House office
buildings “arenotdormsor frat
houses.” The group also plans
to ask the IRS to investigate
whether the lodging should be
considered a taxable benefit.

Republican Reps. Tim Wal-
berg of Tipton and Bill Huizen-
ga of Holland and Democratic
Rep. Hansen Clarke of Detroit
have apparently been spending
nights in their offices since
their terms began last month.

The 33 cited by the group in-
clude26Republicansandseven
Democrats.

Clarke sleeps inhis office be-
cause he is busy working, said
his spokeswoman, Kim Bow-
man.

“Congressman Clarke in-
tends to fully comply with the
law,” Bowman said. “He’s not
here to find a place to live; he’s
here to work for his constitu-
ents.”

Walberg and Huizenga
didn’t returnmessages seeking
comment.

CREW Executive Director
Melanie Sloan said in a state-
ment that members of Con-
gress who didn’t want to find
housing in Washington
“shouldn’t have run ... in the
first place.”

She added: “In any event, it
brings discredit upon the
House for members of Con-
gress to sleep in House offices,
making it more difficult for
housekeeping, maintenance
and construction crews to do
their jobs. And really, who
wants to run into a member of
Congress in need of a shower
wandering the halls in sweats
or a robe?”
❚ CONTACT JOHN WISELY: 313-222-6825 OR
JWISELY@FREEPRESS.COM

Group to
Congress:
Go sleep
at home
U.S. House not
a dorm, it says
By JOHN WISELY
FREE PRESS STAFF WRITER

LISA NIPP/Gannett News Service

U.S. Rep. Hansen Clarke, D-Mich.,
is one of the 33 offenders.

Several Detroit police offi-
cers who took action after a
gunman began firing inside a
police station last month were
honored for their service
Thursday.

Four officers—Cmdr.Brian
Davis, Officer David Anderson
and Sgts. Ray Saati and Carrie
Schulz—were injured in theat-
tack by Lamar D. Moore.

Moore, 38, was struck five
times and killed. According to
toxicology reports the Wayne
CountyMedicalExaminer’sOf-
fice released Thursday, there
were no drugs or alcohol pre-
sent in his system at the time of
his death.

Mayor Dave Bing said resi-
dents need to be thankful for
the officers.

“They are the reason — the
primary reason—why our city
isgoing tocomebackandbethe
comeback city of this nation,”
he said.

The four injured officers
were honored by the police de-
partment and received recog-
nition for bravery in service
from the Detroit City Council.

“We know that God is good,
and you are here and we are
grateful,” council President
Charles Pugh said.

Davis, who engaged Moore
in a near-point-blank shoot-off,
was also honored by the cast
and staff of ABC’s TV police
drama “Detroit 1-8-7,” which is
partly filmed in Detroit.

“We’re just a TV show,” Er-
ica Hill, assistant locationman-
ager, told Davis. “But you are
the real deal.” Hill presented
him with a poster of the show
signed by its actors.

Thirteen other officers re-
ceived honors for their actions,
including Sgts. James Kirklin
and Michael Ingels, who also
shot at Moore.

Ingels said he and Kirklin
were in the 6th and 8th pre-
cincts station in northwest De-
troit when the first shot was
fired. Ingels said he leaned into
a hallway, looked to his left and
spottedMoore, who fired down
the hallway.

He and Kirklin shot back.
“You have to revert back to

the training the department
gives you,” Ingels said.

Police Chief Ralph Godbee
Jr. said the shooting changed
lives forever.

He also said that when he

took over as chief, he askedDa-
vis not to retire. If not for the
commander’s actions, “We ve-
ry well would have buried a lot
of people,” Godbee said. “If he
had retired, I don’t know what
would have happened.”

Life at the station has not re-
turned to normal for some offi-
cers.

Sgt. Marcellus Ball, who
tended to Davis while he was
being transported to the hospi-

tal, said work is not a comfort-
able place to be anymore, and
that some seem to be on edge.

Ball said thatafter theshoot-
ing, a resident brought in bal-
loons. One popped, and he and
others jumped.

Ball said he thinks about the
shooting all the time.

“You hear it,” he said, “so
vividly and loudly.”
❚ CONTACT GINA DAMRON: 313-223-4526
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BING: GIVE THANKS FOR COPS
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Detroit Officer David Anderson reaches out in support of Cmdr. Brian Davis during the ceremony Thursday. Anderson, Davis and Sgt. Ray Saati,
right, were injured in the attack on the police station last month. The gunman, who had no drugs or alcohol in his system, was shot dead.

Those who
were honored
Seventeen

Detroit police
officers received
awards for ac-
tions taken dur-
ing and after the
shooting at the
6th and 8th pre-
cincts station.
Honored

Thursday were:

❚ Cmdr. Brian Davis
❚ Officer David An-
derson
❚ Sgt. Ray Saati
❚ Sgt. Carrie Schulz
❚ Sgt. James Kirklin
❚ Sgt. Michael Ingels
❚ Sgt. Marcellus Ball
❚ Sgt. Joseph Turner
❚ Investigator Amir
Smith

❚ Officer Theodore
Jackson
❚ Officer Paul Pesmark
❚ Officer Lacell Rue
❚ Officer Rodney
Cushingberry
❚ Officer Bradley Clark
❚ Officer Melissa
Adams
❚ Officer Tamboura
Jackson
❚ Sgt. Tyrone Guinn

Bravery is
honored by
city, ‘1-8-7’

Comrades applaud all four of the wounded for their bravery. Some at
the station are having a hard time feeling safe at work again.

By GINA DAMRON
FREE PRESS STAFF WRITER

ADetroit police program to
allow off-duty officers to be
hired by a secondary employer
is close to launching.

Potential secondary em-
ployers came to a town hall
meeting Thursday to learn
about the program, which was
approved by the Detroit City
Council last year and would al-
low officers to work in uniform
and use city squad cars.

Sgt. Robert Jackson, who is
part of the new secondary em-
ployment unit within the de-
partment, said officers are “ve-
ry interested in the program,”

which may launch within a
month.

Examples of potential cli-
ents range from neighborhood
associations to business dis-
tricts to companies sponsoring
events.

According to police, officers
hired through the program
would have to adhere to de-
partmental procedures and
could make arrests — an at-
tractive perk for potential em-
ployers.

“They can enforce the law,”
said Lakesha Calhoun, who at-
tended the meeting at the
Northwest Activities Center,
representing Villages at Park-

side, a townhome develop-
ment. “They can arrest you.”

Jackson said officers would
be hired at a rate of $32.68 per
hour for sergeants, lieutenants
and investigators and $25.59
an hour for police officers.

There also is a $50-per-day
fee per squad car and if three
or more officers are hired for a
job, a supervisor must be
brought on, as well.

Also, Jackson said, there is
a $2-per-hour administrative
fee that must be paid to the de-
partment. This will help offset
the cost of the software pro-
gram,which allows the depart-
ment to post the moonlighting

jobs and where officers can
book the work.

Jackson said the same offi-
cers won’t necessarily work
the same jobs repeatedly.

“It’s going to be a rotation
because we have to keep the
process fair and equal,” he
said.

But some potential employ-
ers would like to work with the
same officers regularly.

“We really want consisten-
cy,” said Theresa Zajac, repre-
senting the West Vernor &
Springwells Business Im-
provement District.

Jackson said jobs have to be
approved by the department,

and secondary employers
must meet certain require-
ments, including having work-
ers compensation insurance.
Some neighborhood associa-
tion representatives said cer-
tain requirements could be a
hindrance.

Kathy Harrison of the De-
troit Golf Club Property Own-
ers Association said the group
may be interested in hiring po-
lice officers through the pro-
gram.

“They know how to do law
enforcement,” she said. “They
are a … visible deterrent.”
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Program for police moonlighting nearly ready
By GINA DAMRON
FREE PRESS STAFF WRITER


